
As we approach Matariki and the longest night of the year,
we often begin longing for the light and warmth of summer.  
But as Kahu and Linea remind us in our reflection video,
darkness has its own purpose.  We are nurtured and grow
in the darkness. Having been through the darkness, we can
emerge into the light a wiser, transformed person. Jesus
talks about the mustard seed in this week's Gospel.  The
seed must first be planted in darkness before it can grow
and bear fruit.  And the stars can only be seen in the dark,
guiding us and reminding us of the wonder of God. While
we look to the light and be that light where we can be, let
us also remember that in times of darkness, growth is still
happening even if we can't see it.  This is when we walk with
the eyes of faith. Kia kaha for these dark and cold winter
nights and remember, God is with us always, nurturing,
guiding, transforming us to be people of light.
                 ~Amy Armstrong, Pastoral Ministry Coordinator

 
Jam for Joy music session 
Alexandra, 17th April 2021

It was a joyful occasion as musicians
from around Central Otago met up
to share music and stories.  Thanks

to the wonderful hospitality in
Alexandra and all the parish

musicians for helping us all pray
through music week after week!
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Click here to watch a five minute
Reflection video on Matariki and

finding light in the darkness.

DARKNESS TO LIGHT

Catholic Diocese of Dunedin
14th June 2021

MATARIKI REFLECTION VIDEO

Click here to learn
more about 

this inspiring and
affordable pastoral

ministry virtual
conference coming

up in July. 
Cost: AU$40/individual

AU$200/group 

Photo:  Alexandra

https://aliveinthespirit.com.au/
https://youtu.be/h7wJqilNOww
https://youtu.be/h7wJqilNOww
https://youtu.be/h7wJqilNOww
https://youtu.be/h7wJqilNOww
https://youtu.be/h7wJqilNOww
https://youtu.be/h7wJqilNOww
https://youtu.be/h7wJqilNOww
https://youtu.be/h7wJqilNOww
https://youtu.be/h7wJqilNOww
https://youtu.be/Quzj4siaEQM
https://youtu.be/Quzj4siaEQM
https://aliveinthespirit.com.au/
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Call for interest in 
Diocesan Sustainability Group
Back in 2015, Pope Francis
prophetically gave us his encyclical,
Laudato Si’ – On Care for Our Common
Home – urging all people of goodwill
to work together to address the inter-
related social, ecological and economic
crises facing the world. Laudato Si’ is
about deepening our commitment to
the dynamic relationship between
Creator, creation and all our brothers
and sisters. Now, Pope Francis is
inviting all of us to ‘learn and grow
together’ over the next 7 years as we
take steps to ‘strive for total
sustainability’ and build a better future
together. To help us on this journey,
the Laudato Si’ Action Platform has
been launched and on 4 October 2021  
(St Francis of Assisi Day) there will be 
 more information, practical tips and
resources available on the Action
Platform website, to help families and
communities implement their own
response to Laudato Si’.
The 7 inter-related goals of the Action
Platform are:
·Responding to the cry of the earth
·Responding to the cry of the poor
·Ecological economics
·Adoption of sustainable lifestyles
·Ecological education
·Ecological spirituality
·Community engagement/participation
There are lots of parishioners who are
already committed to these matters.
We are looking to bring together, via
Zoom, an intergenerational group,
from around the Diocese, to help
foster this sustainability journey in our
local communities. 
If you are interested, 
please contact 
Lynne Toomey, 
021 043 0536 
lynne.toomey@gmail.com
 

 

Community Organisation Refugee Sponsorship
(CORS) – an upcoming opportunity!

In 2018 a small pilot scheme gave approval to
community organisations to sponsor a refugee
family to settle in NZ. This CORS scheme is in
addition to the resettlement of refugees through the
quota system and the family reunification system.
The pilot programme has now been extended for 3
years, from 1 July 2021. Up to 50 refugees will be
able to come to NZ each year and community
groups, such as a parish, can apply to sponsor a
family and help them settle into the local
community. In addition to assisting with practical
needs such as finding a suitable house and
furnishing it, settling children into schools and
enrolling the family with a medical practice, above all
it’s about helping people feel welcome and at home;
being neighbourly and building friendships.

From about September 2021, applications will open
to community organisations to apply to sponsor a
family with the aim of refugee families arriving in NZ
from mid 2022. If you would like to find out more
about the CORS programme, support available to
sponsors and the criteria for groups interested in
sponsoring a family then you can check out Kiwis
Welcome Refugees or you’re welcome to ring me,
Lynne Toomey on 021 043 0536. 

Pope Francis asks us to find 'the courage to create
spaces where everyone can recognise that they are
called, and to allow new forms of hospitality,
fraternity and solidarity' ( from 106th World Day of
Migrants and Refugees).
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https://laudatosiactionplatform.org/
https://www.kiwiswelcomerefugees.com/
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Diocesan Update on Safeguarding 
Thank you to all Parish community volunteers for your
ongoing contribution to church ministries and
leadership. A special thanks to church volunteers who
have attended the safeguarding workshops to date and
to parish council or pastoral leadership teams working
on the systems to put the safeguarding standards into
place. We have appreciated your welcome, engagement
and feedback and it is great to know you are part of the
joint diocesan effort to create safe parishes. 
Attending safeguarding workshops is a requirement for
all those who work with children, youth or vulnerable
adults. If you are involved in ministry as a
volunteer/worker in any of your parishes or Catholic
ethnic groups you need to complete the safeguarding
requirements which includes attendance at the
Safeguarding Level 1 Workshop. Workshops will continue
over the winter months in Dunedin, Oamaru and
Invercargill Parishes.
Parishes need to keep a record of all those who attend
the safeguarding training sessions as part of their
compliance requirements. The diocese also records this
information. This includes name of volunteer, volunteer
area, date police vet clearance received, date and level of
training. The National Office for Professional Standards
is in the process of Safeguarding Diocesan Audits
throughout New Zealand. They will be visiting the
Dunedin Diocese in July.  See here for more information:  
www.cdd.org.nz/dunedin-safeguarding-contact

Oamaru                         Level 1     Sun, 13 June            2pm -4pm      Dean O’Reilly Lounge
Oamaru                         Level 2     Sun, 1 August          2pm - 4pm     Dean O’Reilly Lounge
Hills Suburbs                Level 1     Sun, 20 June            After 9.30am Mass  St Francis Xavier 
Green Island/Mosgiel  Level 1     Sun, 11th July         11.30am-1.30pm    St Peter Chanel
Green Island/Mosgiel  Level 2     Sun, 18th July          1.30am-1.30pm      St Peter Chanel 
Invercargill North         Level 1     Sun, 15th August   10am -12pm     St Theresa of Lisieux
Invercargill North         Level 1     Sun, 15th August    2pm - 4pm       Sacred Heart Waikiwi
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Safeguarding News

Te Kupenga, NZ's Catholic
Theological College, offers
an online safeguarding
course. Click here for details

https://www.cdd.org.nz/dunedin-safeguarding-contact
https://www.tekupenga.ac.nz/catholic-theological-college/so-you-want-to-study/our-programmes/other/safeguardinganz/
https://www.tekupenga.ac.nz/catholic-theological-college/so-you-want-to-study/our-programmes/other/safeguardinganz/


The Tongan Community is flourishing in our Diocece as the numbers grow specifically at St
Joseph’s Cathedral and Mercy Parishes.  Leading the community are Mrs ‘Akanete Makasini (tauhi)
and Mr Simione ‘Amato (pule ngāue). With the support of Fr Gerard and the Mercy Parish Team,
Tongan parishners have become more involved in parish events and liturgies. Our Tongan choir now
lead the singing every first Saturday of the month at St Joseph’s Cathedral and every second Sunday
of the month at St Patrick’s Bacilica. Singing together twice a month strengthens our faith and
cultural identity as Tongans. The Tongan language used in music as well as the wearing of Tongan
attire during Masses is spiritually uplifting for us. It gives us confidence to enjoy the company of
other parishioners from different cultural communities as Catholics. We enjoy attending Masses
every Sunday not only for spiritual sustenance but also to meet and catch up with families and
friends after a busy week. The Tongan parishioners consist of the: Makasini, ‘Amato, Taungāpeau,
Vainikolo, Tavite, Sinamoni, Nai, 
Vaka‘uta, Moata‘ane, Ma‘asi and 
Kalavite families. We also have Tongan 
university students from all over the 
motu who join us during the academic 
year. Our community would love to 
hear from other Tongan’s in the 
Diocese who would like to 
join our group. Please get in touch with 
Dr. Telesia Kalavite: 
telesia.kalavite@otago.ac.nz

Ni Sa Bula Vinaka from the the Fijian Catholic Community in the deep South! We started with
8 families all coming together to settle in Southland over the years, residing in Invercargill and
Winton. Although small in numbers, Father Hook encouraged us to take part in the mass so we
could bring the richness of our culture to liturgies at St Patrick's Parish. After many meetings and
choir practices we had our first Fijian led Mass in October 2019. Our contribution to the mass
includes hymns we learned while growing up in Fiji in our own Parishes from around the country;
from Tavenui, Rewa, Province of Bua and in Suva. There is a mixture of Fijian and English hymns.  
                                                                                                        We sing all the parts of the Mass, so 
                                                                                                        there is lots of singing! We have 
                                                                                                        Rebecca who does our soloist hymns 
                                                                                                        during the reflection; she does an       
                                                                                                        amazing  “Hail Mary”. Our Fijian Mass
                                                                                                        happens every 3rd Sunday of each 
                                                                                                        month. To prepare, we get together, 
                                                                                                        pray the rosary and have choir practice         
                                                                                                        with our 3 guitarists. There is always 
                                                                                                        food afterwards. What began as an idea
                                                                                                        around the kava basin, and a nudge 
                                                                                                        from Fr. Hook, our Southland Fijian 
                                                                                                        Catholic Community was born.
                                                                                                        If you'd like to be in touch with
                                                                                                        the Fijian community email Elvira at 
                                                                                                        elvirakoroiadi@icloud.com
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A SUCCESS STORY: 
OASIS OPPORTUNITY SHOP in ALEXANDRA

Th Oasis Opportunity shop in Alexandra has had a
journey from small beginnings in an industrial area to
an enforced move in location, to the Centrepoint
Carpark in the heart of the town 18 months ago.  The
move was a blessing in disguise as our proceeds
increased tenfold and a generous landlord did not
increase our rent.
Oasis has a team of 40 volunteers who work the shop
from 11am – 4pm Monday through to Friday. There are
no paid employees and all goods are donated.  This
group is a success because of the camaraderie and
commitment they give to ensure the wellbeing of those
in need. At a recent afternoon tea held at the
Alexandra District Club, Mike Tonks (Catholic Social
Services, Dunedin) reinforced the idea that our
contributions would enable him to invest further
resources in the Central Otago area.  He was presented
with a donation of $20,000. In total Oasis has
contributed $64,000 to this worthy cause.
-Margaret Bennie, 
Oasis Opportunity Shop Co-ordinator.

 

Rural Ministry Road Show
planned for July
The Diocesan Pastoral Council have
been considering how our Rural  Parish
Communities can best be supported,
especially those with no resident Priest.
It has been decided that Bishop Michael
and some Diocesan Pastoral Council
members will meet with parishioners
out in these rural areas to listen and
find out how they are managing.
Specifically to hear what is going well
and what support and assistance is
needed. Currently meetings are being
arranged in six different areas around
the Diocese for July. Keep an eye out in
your parish bulletins for a date and
venue in a rural area near you. We look
forward to meeting with you. Any
questions feel free to contact me: 
 Stephanie Swann
Diocesan Pastoral Council member
swannstephann@gmail.com

20-26 June is National Volunteer Week! 
Our final note is one of sincere gratitude going
out to all the volunteers who give their time,

energy & love in so many ways in our parishes
and diocese.  You are at the heart of what we

do, showing Christ in the world, and we couldn't
do it without you! 
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The Gore Pastoral Area farewelled Fr.
Damian Wynn-Williams on 18 April
2021.  He has been faithfully serving
the area for 10 years, starting in
February 2011. More than 150
parishioners and invited guests
attended the occasion in Rosmini
House.  will be greatly missed but the
Gore area wish him all the best for
retirement.  Fr. Damian now resides at
the priest residences in Mosgiel.

https://nationalvolunteerweek.nz/?gclid=CjwKCAjwqvyFBhB7EiwAER786QbzMcAMU33yQpVqczkrIMlkHhxBD_UlIrkmc5Ai8_Bzvm6n3MGu_RoCO4IQAvD_BwE
https://nationalvolunteerweek.nz/?gclid=CjwKCAjwqvyFBhB7EiwAER786QbzMcAMU33yQpVqczkrIMlkHhxBD_UlIrkmc5Ai8_Bzvm6n3MGu_RoCO4IQAvD_BwE
https://nationalvolunteerweek.nz/?gclid=CjwKCAjwqvyFBhB7EiwAER786QbzMcAMU33yQpVqczkrIMlkHhxBD_UlIrkmc5Ai8_Bzvm6n3MGu_RoCO4IQAvD_BwE

